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BOOK DEPARTMENT. 



NOTRS. 

The work of the Statistics Department of the City of Boston 
should receive the attention of students of municipal government. 
The first work of the bureau was a study and analysis of the city's 
accounts, with the purpose of rendering them intelligible to all. This 
has borne fruit in a series of special publications of which the latest, 
No. 3,* deals with the Receipts and lixpenditures of Ordinary Rev- 
enue, 1893-97. The bureau has begun the publication of a monthly 
bulletin t in which sixteen tables give a useful summary of the more 
recent periodical returns for the city and focus in a single publication 
a mass of material, otherwise scattered through a series of documents. 
The appendix gives some interesting figures on municipal affairs in 
Berlin, Paris, and other Massachussetts cities. The success of this 
bureau should be a stimulus to other cities. 



The lively curiosity which has been excited in the United States 
by our island possessions will insure a warm welcome to Mr. Dinwid- 
dle's book on Porto Rico.f The public has been richly provided in the 
past year with literature upon these regions, but has as yet no sufficient 
criteria of its merit. For the time being and until our knowledge of 
our new possessions shall have become more profound, the best will of 
necessity be the most readable book. Mr. Dinwiddie's work should 
take a good place judged by this standard. He is a facile writer of 
the. better style of newspaper correspondent, with a lively sense for 
news, who gives us a readable narrative of his impressions. The 
book covers everything that one might wish to know about Porto 
Rico, abounds in illustrations from photographs, well selected to por- 
tray local conditions, and lacks only a map to make it a satisfactory, 
if somewhat discursive description of conditions on the island. 



The inadequacy of socialism is the theme of M. Eugene d'Eich- 
thal's latest work, " Socialisme et Problimes Sociaux." ? The author 

* Cily of Boston, Statislics Department, Special Publications No. j. Receipts and 
Expenditures of Ordinary Revenue, 1893-97. Quarto. Pp. 139. Boston ; Municipal 
Printing Office, 1899. 

t City of Boston, Monthly Bulletin of the Statistics Department. Vol. i, Nos. 1-5. 
May, 1899. Quarto. Pp. 27. Boston : Municipal Printing Office. 1S99. 

X Porto Rico : Its Conditions and Possibilities. By William Dinwiddie. Illus- 
trated. Pp. 293. Price, $2.50. Harper Brothers, 1899. 

I Pp. 269. Price, 2.50 ft. Paris; F. Alcan, 1899. 
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points out clearly the decline of scientific socialism by showing the 
confusion and chaos into which socialistic theory has fallen since the 
death of Marx. Not only has a multitude of discordant writers 
arisen "who know not Marx," but some of the principal points of his 
doctrine are now rejected by those who profess to be socialists. On 
the other hand, "electoral socialism," the socialism of political par- 
ties, has become a mere bundle of vague and empty promises intended 
to catch votes. Even in the recent rise of a socialistic doctrine based 
upon the metaphysics of idealism the author sees no improvement, 
since the professors of this latter school of thought have arbitrarily 
constructed for themselves an unreal world in which unreal social 
remedies cure unreal evils. Where then may we look for a remedy ? 
M. d'Eichthal sees two promising features of human society which, 
while not offering a "solution," may yet materially ameliorate our 
conditions; these are, first, the altruistic spirit, which the author 
declares is rapidly growing, and second, the esthetic instinct. The 
love of the beautiful is especially valuable in a social sense, since it 
supplements economic utility. Modern economic theory and social- 
ism both fall far short of the truth, the author believes, because they 
rest upon the presumption that human welfare depends wholly upon 
economic satisfaction. The important satisfaction to be derived from 
the artistically beautiful is usually ignored by economists and social- 
ists alike, hence the immense social value of a widespread appreciation 
of art as advocated by Ruskin, Guyau and Tolstoi. The work is 
distinguished by its clearness and lucidity of style and by considerable 
originality of critical thought. 



An annotated edition of the civil service law of New York State* 
has just appeared. It traces the development of civil service legisla- 
tion in the state, and describes briefly the changes wrought by the 
present law. Under the new law city regulations of the civil service 
have been subordinated to the state commission, a move which was 
inspired by former attempts to " take the starch out of the law," and 
by the present Democratic control of New York City. A brief sum- 
mary of the more important judicial decisions is given after each 
section of the law. 



The third volume of Inama-Stemegg's " Deutsche WirUchafts- 
geschichte ' 't has recently appeared. It contains a description of the 

* By David H. Hdnt. Pp. 53. Price, 50 cents. New York : Courier Publishing 
Company, 1899. 

^Deutsche WirtschaflsgachichU in den Utzten JahrhundirUn des MitUhtUers. 
Pp. zxi, 455. Price, 13 M. Leipzis; : Duncker & Humblot, 1899. 
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expansion of the German people in Europe between the tenth and 
thirteenth centuries. The movement of population, agrarian condi- 
tions and the formation of classes are the principal subjects treated. 
In the last volume the author will treat of the conditions of industry, 
commerce, money and credit. The material presented in the third 
volume of the work is carefully sifted and exhaustively treated. 
The subject is not one to appeal to the general reader and the 
abundance of detail at times obscures the main thought The form 
of statement is somewhat careless, the author at one time declar- 
ing that the social order of the old Germans rested on the funda- 
mental idea of personal freedom, at another, that those persons who 
were not free-bom belonged to the household of the lord and that the 
lord himself was not free but was bound to his king, his clan and his 
tribe. Aside from these defects the work is, in many respects, the 
best that has yet appeared in the field of German economic history.* 



OitE OF THE latest and best popular descriptions of what are some- 
what figuratively called " our new possessions," is given in " Our 
Island Empire, "t just issued from the press. Cuba, Porto Rico, 
Hawaii and the Philippines are described more or less in detail, with 
a brief historical sketch of each. The author has studied each group 
under several heads, e. g.. Physical Conditions, Manners and Customs, 
Political Conditions, Commerce, Agriculture, Industries, eta Maps 
of each district are given, and the general treatment, while system- 
atic, is yet popular in tone. The sources of information are unfortu- 
nately not given, but the book has considerable value owing to its 
convenient presentation of information concerning the every day life 
of the people, their political and economic conditions. 



" Proclamations and Dbcrhks During thb War with Spain," 
is the title of a highly valuable collection of documents just issued by 
the Department of State at Washington. The compilation includes 
all the declarations of neutrality by foreign countries, the proclama- 
tions of the President, orders of the War and Navy Departments 
relating to the occupation of Santiago, the instructions to blockading 
vessels and the decrees of the Spanish Government in relation to the 
rules of war. 

* Contributed by Dr. V. G. Simkbowitsch, New York City. 

t By Chaklbs MOKRis. Pp. 4lJ8. Price, f 1.50. Philadelpbia: J. B. Uppincott Com- 
pany, 1899. 
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Centraijzed Administration of Liquor Laws* is a discussion 
of a movement which is rapidly taking place throughout the 
United States in the control of the liquor traffic. The old method of 
independent local regulation and administration is found to be 
incompatible with new surroundings and a more highly organized 
system of centralization is taking its place. The author distinguishes 
four different kinds of administrative activity which the state may 
develop toward the liquor traffic, accordingly as that traffic is regarded 
as ( i) an open traffic subject only to taxation and moderate safe- 
guards ; (2) a dangerous though necessary business to be surrounded 
by special safeguards ; (3) a criminal enterprise, to be suppressed, or, 
(4) a subject of governmental monopoly or direct control. In all of 
these cases, as they are represented in the various American common- 
wealths, the author finds that administrative centralization is growing 
or has already developed to a considerable extent. It would be of 
great interest to ascertain definitely the practical results of the new 
systems as compared with the old. 

The general trend of political theory represented by the College 
Libre des Sciences Sociales, of Paris, is well illustrated by Monsieur 
Tarde's latest work, " Les Transformations du Pouvoir."'\ The doc- 
trine that political development is largely determined by economic 
factors is not new, but it is not generally accepted. Monsieur Tarde 
has endeavored to formulate how our environment affects changes 
in the form and in the possession of political power; he finds 
that the desires and beliefs of the people determine these changes. 
Desires and beliefs, however, are in their turn caused by new inven- 
tions and discoveries in the fields of industry, art, philosophy, etc. 
The first efforts to tame and breed animals led to the formation of a 
new economic occupation, viz., herding; the desires of human beings 
were directed into a new path, a new economic interest arose, and with 
it a change of political power. There resulted the peculiar patri- 
archal state. Instances of a similar development wrought by changes 
in belief, the author declares, may be seen in the attempts to explain 
natural phenomena by purely mechanical causes. Such attempts neces- 
sarily weakened the older beliefs and superstitions, such as animism, 
fetichism, etc., and thereby wrought a corresponding political change. 
The author believes that the general tendency of political develop- 
ment, so far as such a general tendency exists, is from a chaos of con- 

•By Clement M. I,. Sites, LL. B., Ph. D. Columbia University Studies in 
History, Economics and Public I,aw, Vol. X, No. 3. Pp. 162. Price, $1.00. New 
York : The MacMillan Company, 1899. 

tPp. X, 266. Price, 6 fr. Paris: FSix .\lcan, 1899. 
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flicting, discordant political forces toward a harmonious centralization 
of power. This change is, of course, produced by new discoveries, 
economic and otherwise, and by the expansive force of imitation. 
The work is an exceedingly interesting, thoughtful and original con- 
tribution to the literature of politics, but is rather heavily weighted 
with sociological " laws." 

The constitution of Chii,e. with recent amendments, has been 
translated * into English and published in pamphlet form. It is an 
interesting and well-ordered instrument of government. The Chileans, 
who are sometimes called the Yankees of South America, have wisely 
abstained from copying North American institutions too closely. The 
natural tendency of South American governments toward a strong 
executive has been freely recognized in the provisions relating to the 
president, while the relations between executive and legislative have 
been harmoniously arranged. The constitution as amended will 
prove of considerable value to those who are interested in the study 
of Latin-American institutions. 



The Niger territory is well described in the recently published 
report f of Commandant Toutde, the head of an exploring expedition 
sent out by the French government in 1894-95. Much valuable infor- 
mation of a sociological nature concerning the different races inhabit- 
ing this district was secured and has been conveniently arranged by 
the author. The observations made by the author lead to the belief 
that the Niger region has been subject to innumerable invacions by 
tribes from the distant interior and that the widely differing customs 
of adjacent districts are to be accounted for on this ground. 



Dr. Thomas K. Urdahi, has chosen a rather unusual subject for 
a doctor's dissertation and has treated it excellently.^ He has 
endeavored to present the fee system in its theoretical, historical, 
and social aspects and to make clear the nature of fees and their 
present importance in the United States. The chapters on the theory 
of fees, the present fee system, the legal and social aspects of fees will 
prove suggestive and interesting reading even for those who may not 
agree with Dr. Urdahl's definition of a fee, or with his judgment as to 
the practical effects of abolishing fees. The most important parts of 

* The Political Constitution of Chile, with Amendments to May i, iSgg. Translated 
by C. W. ToOKE. Urbana, 111.; Herald Press, 1899. 

\ Du Dahoml au Sahara. Pp. xii, 272. Price, 3.50 fr. Paris: A. CoUn, 1899. 

X The Fee System in the United States. By Thomas K. Urdahi,, Ph. D. Pp. xii, 
242. Madison, Wisconsin, 1898. 
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the book are those containing citations from legal decisions in the 
various states, in which particular Dr. Urdahl has made a real contri- 
bution to his subject, while the chief defect of the thesis is its too 
great comprehensiveness, in tracing the history of fees from the early 
days of Greece and Rome, down through the Middle Ages. The fee 
begins to appear in a strange light when we are told that the sacra- 
mentum in the actio sacramenti was a fee, and still stranger is the 
statement that wergeld was a fee. 

There are a few slips of the pen, as where the writer speaks of the 
"Massachusetts Bay Colony" in 1798 (p. 105); and there are also 
some typographical errors. A bibliography is added, but unfortu- 
nately no index, for which the table of contents is no adequate sub- 
stitute. 



In his " History of American Coinage,"* Mr. David K. Watson has 
given a clear account of our monetary legislation. He has made a 
careful study of the laws and public documents relating to coinage, 
and has presented the results of his study in a straightforward, read- 
able narrative. For those who are unfamiliar with the subject, and 
are unaccustomed to the oflen-times dreary study of public documents, 
the work will serve a useful purpose. The author disclaims any aim 
at comprehensiveness, and does not often go back of the laws to dis- 
cover the motives which lay behind them. He confines his attention 
to coinage exclusively, and the reader gets no hint of the subsidiary 
place which, until recent years, it has occupied in our currency, or 
even of its relation in earlier times to bank issues and paper money. 



REVIEWS. 

European History: An Outline of. its Development. By George 
Burton Adams, Professor of History in Yale University. Pp. 
xxviii, 377. Price, I1.40. New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1899. 

The historical text-book of to-day is entering a new stage in its de- 
velopment, at least so far as the United States is concerned. It can 
no longer be a compilation only of facts and statements, a mere retailer 
of information, a condensed account of a nation's history. It must 
become a working instrument, a handbook not only of facts but of refer- 
ences and suggestions, a guide to further knowledge, a stimulus to the 
student to get beyond the bounds of its pages and to launch out into 
the larger world of standard works, special treatises and original 

* History o/Ammcan Coinage. By David K. Watsow. Pp. 278. New York and 
I^ondon : Putnams, 1899. 
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